The Earth’s geological history goes back in time millions of years. Unfortunately we cannot state with any
certainty what life on Earth was like millions of years ago. Some scientists say the Earth goes through a
continuous natural cycle of climate change, and past ice ages — as covered in this spread — are signs of this
process. Other scientists present evidence — as you'll see in the next spread — fo suggest that the present

During an ice age, sea levels
dropped steeply, exposing areas of
land previously covered by water,

The reverse happened during an
interglacial, when sea levels rose again,
forming huge bodies of water such as

the Great Lakes of North America.

approximately one-third of the
Earth’s surface. Today it covers about
10 per cent. About 18 000 years ago
most of Canada and England were
covered by ice.

Getting hot . . . growing
cold

Activities

REMEMBER

1 What do you understand by the
term ice age?

2 During which geological eras
have there been major ice ages?

3 What features of the Earth’s
surface are reminders of former
ice ages?
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Chapter 4: Global warming and climate change



